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... Bcnefl 3a stow cypoBon m npoflon>KmenbHon 3mmom npnmen 3Hai\/ieHHTbiPi "nepHbiM 
fleHb" 19 Mas 1780 rofla. H 6epy Ha ce6 h CMenocTb H3Jio>Kmb HeKOTopbie c|3aKTbi Toro 
BpeMeHM, nonaBLUHecfi ivme Ha rna3a. flo 3Toro BpeMeHM, b TeneHMe HecKonbKt-ix flHen 
B03flyx 6bin HanonHeH HcnapeHMHMH h flbiMOM, Ka« npM JiecHbix no>Kapax; conHue h nyHa 
6bmn MpaHHbiMH n KpacHbiMH. PaHHHM yipoM 19 Man norofla 6bma nacMypHOM, npo- 
xnaflHOM h flo>KflnnBOM, a b HexoTopbix Meciax cjibimancH rpoM, h CBepKana mojihmh {57}. 


Following this severe and long winter came the celebrated "Dark Day," May 19, 1780. I take the liberty to copy such 
statements about it as have fallen under my eye. For several days previous the air was full of smoky vapors, as if fires 
had been burning in the woods, the sun and moon appearing red and somewhat obscured. The early morning of May 19 
was cloudy and showery and cool, with some thunder and lightning. 

Ho OKono flecHTH nacoB yipa, Korfla pa6oTHHKH 6bmn 3aHHTbi b cbomx pexax h Ha 
MejibHMpax, >KeHinHHbi np?tnn htim TKann, a cjoepMepbi cnemnnn ycneTb 3aBepmmb Heo6- 
xoflMMbie BeceHHne pa6oibi Ha nonax, Hanano TeMHeTb. fln«ne nTHpbi hto-to npoKpMHa- 
jin h noneieriH b cbom rHe3fla, - Kypbi nomnn Ha cbom HacecTbi, - flOMautHHM ckot bo3- 
BpaLi^ancFt b 3aroHbi, M3flaBaa CTpaHHbie 3ByKM, OBpbi 6nenriM m HcnyraHHO toTnnncb nofl 
3a6opoM, noHKH h ManeHbKHe JiHCTbH flepeBbeB 6bmn OKpameHbi b pBeT hhahto, MariM- 
hobkh m CMHMe nTHpbi 3aneTejin b flOMa, Kax ecjiM 6bi ohh HCKariM 3ainnTbi nenoBeKa, 
flo>Kflb, KOTopbiM BCKope nocjieflOBan, npHHec ocaflKH, HanoMHHatoLuee cropeBLityto pac- 
THTenbHOCTb, h o6pa3yfl neHy, c 3anaxoM rapH, noKphiBLityto Bcto noBepxHOCTb pexe Mep- 
pHM3K, MeCTaMM TOJ1LMHHOM flO nOJiy-CjoyTa, M B 3TOM CTpaHHOM TeMHOTe, yCMJIMBatOLi^eMCH 
flo nonyflHH, HTo6bi noo6eflaib, ntoflHM npnmnocb 3a>xeHb cbghh! 


But {57} about ten o'clock, when the artisans were busy in the shop and mill, the women spinning and weaving, and 
the farmers hurrying with their spring work in the field, it began to grow dark. The wild birds screamed and flew to their 
nests, - the hens went to their roosts, - the cattle came up, uttering strange cries, to their stalls, - the sheep, bleating 
woefully, huddled under the fences, - the buds and small leaves on the trees were colored almost to an indigo blue, - 
robins and blue-birds flew into the houses as if they sought the protection of man, - the rain that soon followed was full of 
a substance like burnt vegetable matter, forming a scum, with smell of soot, over everything, collecting on the Merrimack 
river here and there to the depth of half a foot, - and this strange darkness increased until by noon people had to light 
candles to eat their dinners by! 


Omn CBeneM 6binn 3aMeHeHbi b Kax<flOM OKHe, a Ha yriMpe, HTo6bi ocBeTHTb ce6e flo- 
pory, JitoflH HecjiH cfDaKenbi, ripn btom Bee Boxpyr npeflCTano b mhom pBeTe. Bee, hto ripn 
coriHeHHOM CBeTe HMeno flpyroM pBeT, Tenepb, b pe3ynbTaTe TbMbi h 6necKa cjDaKenoB, 
M3JieHMJiocb flo Hey3HaBaeMOCTM. MHorne BepmiM b HacTynneHMe KOHpa CBeTa, My>KHMHbi 
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Arm MonmBbi CKnoHnnucb Ha KoneHM TaM, rfle b sto BpeMPt HaxoflmiHCb, MHorne no6e- 
xotim k cbohm coceflPM, HTo6bi npn3HaTbCfi b rpexax h nonpocMTb npotpeHMfi; b ropoflax 
MHO>KecTBO JiiofleM HanpaBMnocb b MOJiHTBeHHbie flOMa, rfle 6bmn 6naroHecTMBbie no>KM- 
jibie cny>KMTerin, wenafi noKaPTbca m yMoripp o xoflaiaMCTBe 3a hmx nepefl Botom; h no- 
BceMecTHO b 3tot fleHb mo>kho 6bmo Ha6jno,qaTb yflMBJieHHe m TpeBory o HeocTopo>KHbix 
Mbicnax m o cbomx rpexax nepep Co3flaTeneM. 


Lights were seen in every window, and, out-of-doors, people carried torches to light their steps. Everything took a dif¬ 
ferent color from what it had by sunlight, and consequently the strange reflections of the torch-lights were in keeping with 
the marvelous and changed appearance of everything. Hosts of people believed the end of the world had begun to 
come; men dropped on their knees to pray in the field; many ran to their neighbors to confess wrongs and ask forgive¬ 
ness; multitudes rushed into the meeting-houses in towns where they had such, where pious and aged ministers, plead¬ 
ing repentance, interceded with God in their behalf; and everywhere throughout this day of wonder and alarm, the once 
careless thought of their sins and of their Maker! 


B sto BpeMH npoxoflHna ceccMH 3aKOHOflaienbHoro co6paHMP miaia KoHHeKTHKyT, h, 
Korfla HacTynatomap TeMHOTa dana HacroribKO KpoMetuHOM, hto, He CMOTpp Ha norifleHb, 
6bmo HeB03M0>KH0 pa3HHHaib flpyr flpyra, 6onbtuMHCTBO H3 co6paBLUnxcH 6bmn HacroribKO 
BCTpeBO>KeHbi, hto peLUHJiH npeKpaTHTb 3aceflaHMP. Ho b stot momght, t-h flaBeHnopT 
(Davenport) Bdan h CKa3an: - 

TocnoflHH cnwKep, sto jim6o cyqHbiM fleHb hjih HeT. Ecjim sto He cyqHbiM fleHb, to HeT 
HHK3K0M Heo6xOflHMOCTM OTKJiaflblBaTb 3aceflaHMe. EcTIH 3T0 CyflHbIM fleHb, TO H XOHy 6blTb 
HawfleHHbiM npH HcnojiHeHMM CBoero flonra. H nonpomy npHHecTH cenn, h Mbi npoflon>KMM 
Hatue o6cy>KfleHne. 


At this time the legislature of Connecticut was in session, and when the growing darkness became so deep that at 
mid-day they could not see each other, most of them were so alarmed as to be unfit for service. At this juncture Mr. Dav¬ 
enport arose and said: - 

Mr. Speaker, it is either the day of Judgment or it is not. If it is not, there is no need of adjourning. If it is, I desire to be 
found doing my duty. I move that candles be brought, and that we proceed to business. 


TbMa ycmiHBanacb b TeneHMe Bcero ahh, m ko BpeMeHM 3axofla cormpa 6bmo Ha- 
CTOJIbKO TeMHO, HTO CTa/lO HeB03M0>KH0 pa3J1HHHTb KaKMe-nn6o npeflMeTbl. C BOJIHeHMeM 
h TpeneTOM nioflH o>KMflann nonHOM nyHbi, KOTopaa flon>KHa 6bina noHBHTbCH b peBHTb 
nacoB Benepa, m pa>Ke ManeHbKHe peTH c HanpflweHHbiMH rna3aMM CMfleriM, Monna Ha- 
6ntofla?i 3a noHBneHHeM ee npeKpacHbix nyneM. Ho ohm 6biJiM pa30HapoBaHbi, TbMa He 
noflanacb bjimshmio nyHbi. B 3Ty HOHb B03H0CMnMCb caMbie ncKpeHHMe MonMTBbi, npoM3- 
HOCMMbie, Korpa nM6o y ceMeMHbix {58} anTapen ropopa Ahtpmm. fleTM HMKorpa paHee He 
nonynann 6onee He>KHbix MaTepMHCKMX 6narocnoBeHMM, KOTopbiMM mx MaTepM HanyTCT- 
BOBann b 3Ty HOHb. 

The darkness somewhat increased all day, and before time of sunset was so intense that no object whatever could 
be distinguished. Anxiously and tremblingly people waited for the full moon to rise at nine o'clock, and even little children 
with strained eyes sat silently watching for its beautiful beams to appear. But they were disappointed, the darkness being 
unaffected by the moon. The most feeling prayers ever prayed in {58} Antrim were at the family altars that night. 
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no 6onbLueM nacTM peTM KpenKO cnajiM, ho hx poflmenn, b ochobhom, npocMflenM bcio 
HOHb, HTo6bi noflo>KflaTb m nocMOTpeib, noflHmvieTCfl Jin cjiaBHoe cojiHpe BHOBb. HMKorfla 
etpe paccBeT He 6bm donb wejiaHHbiM m OKMflaeMbiM, HeM yipo 20 Mas, m Ha 3eivme eme 
He 6bmo cto Jib MHoro 6jiaroflapHbix ceppep, m flawe JierKOMbicjieHHbie jiiopm npocjiaB- 
jirjim Bora! 

Children never had more tender blessing than these mothers gave them that night. They slept soundly for the most 
part, but the parents chiefly sat up all night to wait and see if the glorious sun would rise again. Never dawned a lovelier 
morning than that 20th of May I Never were hearts more thankful on the earth I Even thoughtless people praised God ! 

3to co6biTMe HacTOJibKO my6o«o TpoHyjio Bee HacejieHMe, nepe>KMBLuee yxocHyio 
TbMy, hto Ha cjnepyioLpeM 3aceflaHMM, cocTORBLueMca b MapTe (9 MapTa 1781), ropofl 
nporojiocoBaji o6i.?iBMTb 19 Mas flHeM nocTa m MOJiMTBbi {59}. 

So much were the whole population affected by this event, that, at the succeeding March meeting, the town voted, 
March 9, 1781, to keep the next 19th of May as a day of fasting and prayer {59}. 
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THE u HARD WINTER." 

place for sis weeks. For most of the winter snow was live feet 
deep on a level. The only communication was by means of 
snow-shoes. Roads were out of the question. Boston harbor 
was frozen hard enough for a sleigh-ride on it, according to 
report. People could not go to mill, and, after their stock of 
meal was used up, they lived for weeks on boiled corn and vari¬ 
ous broths. Wood was drawn on liand-sleds most of the winter, 
it being impossible to move a team. It is related that one lad 
and his little sister, their father being in the army, drew wood 
in this way for the family all winter. Having no boots, they 
sewed rags round their feet and saturated them with neat s-foot 
oil to keep from freezing, and then sallied forth into the woods. 
Old stockings, thus saturated, were called proof against frost. 
As evidence that the reports of cold and snow were not greatly 
exaggerated, the Journal of the New Hampshire Legislature, 
March 8, 1780, contains a lm Resolve to enable the Court of Com¬ 
mon Pleas in the County of Hillsborough to take up and finish 
sundry matters pending at said Court at their next term, the 
last term being lost by reason of the stormy weather” In some of 
these deep snows and blows ordinary log houses were entirely 
covered out of sight. In one place in New Hampshire, nearly a 
mouth after a great storm, a flock of one hundred sheep were 
dug out of a snow-bank that was sixteen feet deep above their 
backs, most of them being dead, the few alive having subsisted 
by eating the wool off the dead ! 

In such a winter the privation and solitude of these few scat¬ 
tered settlers must have been oppressive. It was a rare thing to 
see a neighbors face. Each family was shut up by itself. Even 
the larger places, like Boston and Portsmouth, were thoroughly 
blockaded with snow. In those families where the husband and 
father was in the anny, the long winter must have been desolate 
in the extreme ! With all our winter comforts and social enjoy¬ 
ments, we are in no condition to appreciate what was endured 
by the founders of our institutions. 

Following this severe and long winter came the celebrated 
“ Dark Day,” May 19, 1780. I take the liberty to copy such 
statements about it as have fallen under my eye. For several 
days previous the air was full of smoky vapors, as if fires had 
been burning in the woods, the sun and moon appearing red and 
somewhat obscured. The early morning of May 19 was cloudy 
and showery and eool, with some thunder and lightning. But 
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about ten o’clock, when the artisans were busy in the shop and 
mill, the women spinning and wearing, and the farmers hurrying 
with their spring work in the field, it began to grow dark. The 
wild birds screamed and flew to their nests, — the hens went to 
their roosts, — the cattle came up, uttering strange cries, to their 
stalls, — the sheep, bleating wofully, huddled under the fences, 
— the buds and small leaves on the trees were colored almost to 
an indigo blue, — robins and blue-birds flew into the houses as 
if they sought the protection of man, — the rain that soon fol¬ 
lowed was full of a substance like burnt vegetable matter, form¬ 
ing a scum, with smell of soot, over everything, collecting on the 
Merrimack river here and there to the depth of half a foot,— 
and this strange darkness increased uutil by noon people had to 
light candles to eat their dinners by! Lights were seen in 
every window, and, out-of-doors, people carried torches to light 
their steps. Everything took a different color from what it had 
by sunlight, and consequently the strange reflections of the 
torch-lights were in keeping with the marvelous and changed 
appearance of everything. Hosts of [>eople believed the end of 
the world had begun to come; men dropped on their knees to 
pray in the field; many ran to their neighbors to confess wrongs 
and ask forgiveness ; multitudes rushed into the meeting-houses 
in towns where they had such, where pious and aged ministers, 
pleading repentance, interceded with God in their behalf; and 
everywhere throughout this day of wonder and alarm, the once 
careless thought of their sins and of tlieir Maker 1 At this time 
the legislature of Connecticut was in session, and when the 
growing darkness became so deep that at mid-day they could 
not see each other, most of them were so alarmed as to he unfit 
for service. At this juncture Mr. Davenport arose and said:— 

Mr. Speaker, it is either the day of Judgment or it is not. If it is not, 
there is no need of adjourning. If it is, I desire to he found doing my 
duty. I move that candles be brought, and that we proceed to business. 

The darkness somewhat increased all day, and before time of 
sunset was so intense that no object whatever could be dis¬ 
tinguished. Anxiously and tremblingly people waited for the 
full moon to rise at nine o’clock, and even little children with 
strained eyes sat silently watching for its beautiful beams to 
appear. But they were disappointed, the darkness being unaf¬ 
fected by the moon. The most feeling prayers ever prayed in 
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Antrim were at the family altars that night . Children never had 
more tender blessing than these mothers gave them that night. 
They slept soundly for the most part, but the parents chiefly sat 
up all night to wait and see if the glorious sun would rise again. 
Never dawned a lovelier morning than that 20th of May! 
Never were hearts more thankful on the earth ! Even thought¬ 
less people praised God ! So much were the whole population 
affected by this event, that, at the succeeding March meeting, 
the town voted, March 9, 1781, to keep the next 19th of May as 
a day of fasting and prayer. 

The darkness was greatest in northern Massachusetts and 
southern New Hampshire. It covered New England more or 
less, was noticed on the Hudson river, but was not thought of 
farther south and west. As to causes and explanations of this 
event, a high authority says: — 

The Dark Day in North America was one of those wonderful phe¬ 
nomena of nature which will always be read of with interest, but which 
philosophy is at a loss to explain. 

The year 1781 finds the people in much financial distress. 
Paper had gone so low that it required seventy-five dollars of it 
to purchase one dollar of silver. In the border towns like 
Antrim, the people were distressed to pay their taxes. Tuesday, 
March 18, 1781, they “ Voted Esqr. Duncan go to meet a 
Cometee from Haucock [and] Bearing and Draw a Demon- 
strance,” and 4 * Voted James Aiken and Thomas Stuart be a 
Commettee to give Capt. alcock instruction.” So great were the 
war expenses, and so poor were tiie people, that even an article 
in the warrant to call a minister was “ adjourned till the town 
Receive instruction from Coart.** And yet ill their great dis¬ 
tress they u Voted Mrs. Mary Dickey be freed of Beats,” and 
that“ Chopt Down wood Shall pay a tax equal to wild Land and 
no more.” They would not tax the widow of the dead soldier, 
nor would they tax the scanty beginnings and improvements of 
soldiers then at the front. This financial pressure explains the 
action of the town at a subsequent meeting. Friday, June 1,1781, 
This was convened to “ Chuse a man to Send to Concord to the 
Convention for forming a Plan of Government,” and “ To See if 
the town will agree upon aney method to provide their Supply of 
Beef for the army.” Antrim then had u fifty families or more,” 
as the order for election sent out by the assembly read as fol- 
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